Report Shows U.S. Spends More on Health Care but Lacks Quality 

(from Cover the Uninsured  http://covertheuninsured.org/news/index.php?NewsID=21063)


A report by the Commonwealth Fund shows that while the United States spends twice as much on health care per person as other industrialized nations, it is in last place in "preventing deaths through use of timely and effective medical care," reports the New York Times.
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A report by the Commonwealth Fund shows that while the United States spends twice as much on health care per person as other industrialized nations, it is in last place in "preventing deaths through use of timely and effective medical care," reports the New York Times. 

The report also found that "access to care in the United States has worsened since the fund’s first report card in 2006," with about 75 million Americans being without adequate health care coverage or completely uninsured. Due to rising health care costs, both insured and uninsured Americans are finding it hard to pay their medical bills. "The central finding is that access has deteriorated," said Karen Davis, president of the Commonwealth Fund. 

While the United States has made progress in reducing preventable deaths, going from 115 deaths per 100,000 people five years ago to 110 today, other countries are making greater improvements. According to the article, nations with "more centralized health systems" have an easier time implementing changes. Davis also noted that other nations were "really making a government priority to get top-quality care." The report does show that America has made improvements in the treatment of heart failure and pneumonia. 

Another problem is the large portion of health care dollars spent on administrative costs. The report found that about 7.5 percent of U.S. spending goes to administrative costs, while countries such as Germany and Switzerland, "where private insurers play a significant role," spend only 5 percent. Bringing that percentage down to the 5 percent level would save about $50 billion a year in the United States, reports the Times. Karen Ignagni, chief executive of America’s Health Insurance Plans, said that "much of the higher administrative costs stem from the additional services provided by United States insurers, like disease management programs, and the burdensome regulatory and compliance costs of doing business in 50 states." 

